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“A Simple Prayer”

Have you ever felt like God is trying to get your
attention about something? Perhaps there is a
lesson you need to learn or a message that God
wants you to hear? The same idea enters into your
life in multiple ways from different people and
places, and you start to realize that perhaps &od i
trying to reveal something to you.

If so, | know how you feel.

During the past six months, God has been teaching
me about prayer. | have been 7/%
challenged and shaped deeply by /2 A
prayer. | have engaged God during n | /
prayer times in ways that are new anw

exciting and meaningful. | have hearu — =

others speak about how prayer has transformed
their lives. | have read Christian fiction bookslan
find myself drawn to the way characters engage
God in prayer. | have heard sermons on prayer and
songs about prayer. And, after six months it has
become obvious that God has been teaching me
about prayer.

Perhaps part of the reason that | find myself drawn
to prayer is because it was one goal | set for thyse
during my Sabbatical (Sept. 1 —

Dec. 31). | asked God to help me focus on prayer.

On my first Sunday back from Sabbatical, | shared
with the congregation about one of the seminary
. classes | took during my time
f‘,k away from church. It was a class
l""‘\ ' with Alan Kreider, calledrhe
fﬁ;‘; ) ﬂ History of Christianity Every
NV, /ﬂ.h week, we would read historical
' documents from Christians who
lived in the first, second, or third centuries. Eac
week, Alan would ask us, "What do you see?" and
we would talk about these documents, the
Christians and the faith they had as they recorded
about their lives and trust in God.
What do you see? This is such an important
guestion. And | realized that during my Sabbatical

this is the question | needed to ask myself. S® thi
became my question and my prayer during my
Sabbatical. Every day | would pray,drd, help

me to se€

This is such a simple prayer. It's only five words.
And yet, for the past five months, this prayer has
transformed my life. This prayer has helped me
focus on slowing down, paying attention, and
seeking God.

It is humbling to ask God every day to help me to
see. In doing so, | confess that | am often blnd t
the people and circumstances around me. |
acknowledge the many times that | hurry past
someone or something, rushin -~

from one busy activity to TR

another. | admit that my eyes

are focused on outer, worldly

things, rather than on what
God sees. 1 Samuel 16:7 sayfé Lord does not
look at the things human beings look at. People
look at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks
at the heart.

A

Having a simple prayer to focus on and live with,
has transformed who | am as a follower of Christ
and impacted how | engage the world. It reminds
me of how far | am from who God calls me to be,
and yet how deeply | desire to be transformed.
There is something powerful in the repetition of
prayer, and realizing how God uses something
simple to mold and shape us so that we become a
little more Christ-like every day.

Perhaps God has been speaking to you, getting
your attention about a specific area in your life.
May | encourage you to ask God to give you a
simple prayer — one that you can pray throughout
the day that will draw you closer to God and shape
you into the person God invites you to be.

Always, Pastor Sarah
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Mennonite Women

Sewin
January 5, 2012

Twenty-four ladies arrived carrying
their sack lunches. It was a warm,

sunny morning very different from

the ice and snow that cancelled ot
meeting in January, 2011.

Karen Kendall welcomed everyone and led us in
singing, ‘Hark, the Herald Angels Sing.'She then
led us in a prayer of thanks for the blessing$ef t
year just passed and asked for hope for the year
ahead.

Elsie Horner was our speaker. Elsie wenton a
wonderful trip this past summer to Paris,
the French Riviera and most of Italy.
For 15 days a tour guide took them to
see the Seine, the Eiffel Tower, Tivoli
Gardens, Claude Monet’s house,

/. Provence, and in Florence the Statue of
DaV|d She described olive trees and vineyards. |
Rome, she saw Michelangelo’s work in Vatican
City. Elsie remembered that St. Paul visited Rome
on several occasions. This was a sacred memory to
her. Elsie ended her talk with a Traveler’s Prayer

Our project for today was baby wipes and diapers
for FSA Healthy Families of Howard County. Our
project for February will be Health Kits. The
March project will be collecting non-perishable
foods for Kokomo Urban Outreach.

During our business meeting the subject of a
needed kitchen faucet was brought up. After much
discussion, Beulah Cobb moved that we take
money out of the Mennonite Women’s account and
purchase a new faucet. Lyl seconded the motion
and it was carried unanimously. Karen asked
Verba to purchase a faucet and find someone to
install it.

There are 13 completed comforts
ready to be taken to MCC at
Goshen.

Today the ladies knotted three
large comforts and one crib
comfort. Other ladies were
quilting on two quilts in frame.

--Beulah Cobb, Secretary
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%ﬁl\ gm Connecting people to God, creation and each other
Camps - Retreats - Outdoor Education - RV Park

Amigo is for kids with Summer Camps
and Outdoor Education.

Amigo is for families with RV
and tent camping at Amigo
Park.

Amigo is for all types of groups--
families, churches, business groups,
and more.

Amigo is special every season!

Scheduled Programs :
March 15-18 Scrapbooking Retreat

May 11-12 Scrapbooking Retreat
(Mother-Daughter crop)

For more information about any of these programs, visit
their website at www.amigocentre.org or contact Amigo
at: info@amigocentre.org or call 269-651-2811.

Please save Campbell's soup
labels and Box Tops for
Education labels . Containers for
soup labels and box tops are
located at the Information Center
in the Fellowship Hall.

FREE STUFF

“find out how labelsforeducation.com

We also continue to collect wax items (candles,
crayons, etc.) for craft projects  for Amigo.
There is a container located in the Women'’s
Sewing Room.

The Howard-Miami Mennonite Church Newsletter is lgited monthly by
Howard-Miami Mennonite Church at 3976 E 1400 S, #&mbk IN 46901
Phone: 765-395-7509 Office hours: 8-12, Tues-Fri.

Pastors: Randy Detweiler, Benjamin and Sarah Sehlegmail:
howardmiami@hoosierbroadband.coiWebsite www.howardmiami.org




Mennonite Mission

S
Network Prayer Vine /)@Q

February 5

Laura Schlabach of Mennonite Mission Network
has ministered in Mongolia for nearly two
decades. Pray with her as she discerns whether
God is calling her to Altan Soembo, a new location
within the country.

February 12

Pray that God’s presence may be felt by all
participants as the Anabaptist o
1643 Community in Australia N
goes through changes to conform e
to local government requirements. o
May God grant wisdom to Mark

and Mary Hurst of Mennonite Mission Network as
they walk alongside fellow community members
during this time of uncertainty.

February 19

Three months ago, Christine and Phil Lindell
Detweiler and their three teenagers left their home
in South Africa. Lift up the family as they grieve
friends left behind, adjust to life in the United
States, and share about Mennonite Mission
Network in congregations and schools.

February 26
Pray that God would grant peace of mind, health
and wisdom to Radical Journey Director Darrell
_=>_  Gascho as he travels to China,
/ N\ England, Paraguay and South
. ' Africa to visit each of the teams and
\ /] their hosts as they serve and learn
%~ together. Radical Journey is a
Mennonite Mission Network program.
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Youth February Events

Feb. 1 Buddy Bags, 6:45 p.m. at )

church &

Feb.5 Super Bowl Party @ Fritz , ,.:g\;i
& Jeanie Miler's home ]
6 p.m.

o

Feb. 12 Valentine’'s Mystery Supper 6 p.m.
Feb. 19 Youth Group: Call Stories 6 — 8 p.m.
Feb. 26  Youth Group: Call stories 6 — 8 p.m.

CLRRYOREATETTY

March 1 Mennonite Women sewing

March 8 Prayer Gathering

March 11 Daylight Savings Begins

March 17 Children’s Ministry Team program

w/John Bromels
March 31 Men’s Breakfast

April 6 Good Friday Service, Greentown

April 8 Easter Services

April 21 CSAC Breakfast

April 24 Howard-Miami Heritage Society
€ - -

Treasurers’ Update

Regular Monthly Offerings =
(Jan 1-22) $14,596.2

Capital Improvement Fund Balance: $16,662.58

Looking for financial advisors

Everence Financial is recruiting advisors to serve
in many offices throughout the United States. For
more information, visit the careers section of
www.everence.coror call (800) 348-7468 ext.
3281

--Linda Miller, Everence Advocate



PRAYER GATHERING
The second Thursday of each
month the Prayer Team will lead
an informal prayer gathering at
Howard-Miami beginning at

7 p.m.

Come and pray for our church community.

ctetrtetrCe

MEN'S
BREAKFAST

Come and enjoy a good meal, a good message
and good fellowship!

2012 Worship Attendance

Jan 1l 116
Jan. 8 117
Jan 15 114
Jan. 22 91

2012 Yearly Average: 110

The Men'’s Bible Study will continue through
February, and any men are invited to join us. This
session is led by Stanley Miller as we study the life
of Joseph. The group meets on most
Wednesdays, from 7 — 8:30 p.m. at the church.
Join us any time.

Thanks to all who volunteer their time and
resources to help as needed. Here are just a few
of many ways in which we have helped each other
and others in God’s family.

The Cattle Project : We continue
to help raise cattle to be donated
to Kokomo Urban Outreach.

Chili Supper_ (Jan 7): There were

131 people served at the Chili Supper to support
the Cattle Project. A total of $1,374.00 was raised.
Thanks to everyone who participated in this
fundraising event!

Kokomo Urban Outreach : The MYF and others
from the church help monthly at Kokomo Urban
Outreach by packing Buddy Bags. Thanks to all of
you who regularly donate plastic food containers
and plastic bags. (There is a container in the
kitchen.)

MCC Canning : Twenty-seven people from
Kokomo area churches traveled to Goshen to help
with the Meat Canning Project for MCC on Tues.,
Jan. 18. Seven of those people represented
Howard-Miami. A great day of working and
sharing together!

BOXES FOR COLLEGE
STUDENTS

Each year we like to show our love
and appreciation for our college
students by mailing each one a box of
goodies to arrive near Valentine’s Day.

Please bring your items to the Library by Sunday,
February 5. We will be giving boxes to sixteen
(16) students this year.



KITCHEN NEWS

In the kitchen, there are pans, and plates, etc.,
left behind from carry-in’s and other meals.
Please check to see if any of these are yours
— and take them home

Our silverware is disappearing — one spoon at
a time! Please make sure when

Mark your calendar for the Annual Mission emptying your plate after a meal
Auction. that you don’t accidently drop a

spoon or fork in the trash. We

have recently had to make
replacements — and find that the utensils are
still slowly disappearing.

Start thinking about items (new,
used, antiques,

handmade) that you

can donate. e S HRANe SR

It is also an event that is open to friends and
neighbors. Who will you invite?

Children’s Sunday School
W IR /X Teachers’ Seminar
with

. . John Bromels
Howard-Miami Heritage Society

The Howard-Miami Heritage Society meets four Sat., March 17
times a year at Howard-Miami on the fourth
Tuesday of April, June, August 9am.-2 p.m.
and October. at Howard-Miami
The next meeting is planned for
Tues., April 24 .

] o The Children’s Ministry Team has invited Christian
Everyone is welcome and invited to come and children’s leaders from around the state to a
join the discussion about the settlers in the seminar led by John Bromels.
Howard and Miami County area in the late
1800’s. Participants in this workshop will learn the

fundamentals of creating engaging and memorable
children’s stories in worship or Sunday school
Q.é\(\Q//D\)\@‘QQé\(\Q//D\)\@’Q settings , through the effective use of presentation
and storytelling techniques. Presenter John
Bromels will share the expertise he has gained
from nearly two decades working with children of

SUMMER BIBLE SCHOOL all ages.

He will demonstrate the technigues he describes
and lead participants in the creation of a story from

“Take me to the Water” start to finish, as well as take questions.
God’s Love Flows

Watch for dates and details



Feed the

Hungry
“Fun”draiser

for MCC

Sat., Feb. 18
6 p.m.

Our Sunday School
children are serving a fund-raising international
meal to collect funds to send to help feed the
hungry in the world.

The Christian Ministry Team has invited Les
Gustafson-Zook of Mennonite Central

Committee to share with us that evening. Using a
collection of wacky home-made instruments, Les
Gustafson-Zook sings songs and tells stories
about the relief, development and peace work of
Mennonite Central Committee. Based on 15 years
of experience with MCC and 15 years of
performing for elementary students, Les keeps his
audience engaged and informed about MCC's
work of sharing God's love and compassion to all
in the name of Christ.

All are invited. A sign up sheet is at the
Information Center. Come enjoy a meal which
includes foods representing many countries and
learn more about MCC'’s world mission. Invite
your friends! The children will be your waiters for
the evening.

An offering will be accepted for the meal.

HELP NAME OUR
PAPER

Thanks to the efforts of the Outreach Board and
Emily Dever (our new Editor) we plan to publish
and mail a community newsletter in the spring.
This will be a biannual (twice a year) replacement
for the Together newspaper.

We need your help! We need a “catchy” name for
our publication!

All ideas will be appreciated. Email suggestions
to howardmiami@hoosierbroadband.com or leave
a written note in the church office.

Joy Detweiler will be leading a Wednesday
evening Ladies’ Bible Study beginning February 8,
at7 p.m.

It will be an 8 week study on
the book of James (by Beth
Moore). Cost will be
$16.00/person.

There is a sign up sheet at
the Information Center.

We don't want cost to prohibit anyone from
attending, so if someone wants to attend but can't
afford the cost, it will be covered.

Wrong Number

This story involves a pastor of a store front chuiithe
pastor's church is called TAémighty God

Tabernacle One Saturday night, the

pastor was working late and decided to

call his wife before he left for home. It

was about 10 p.m. but his wife didn't

answer. The pastor let it ring many

times. He thought it was odd that she didn't anstugr
decided to wrap up a few things and try again fieva
minutes. When he tried again she answered rigayaw
He asked her why she hadn't answered before, &d sh
said that the phone hadn't rung at their housey The
brushed it off as a fluke and went on their meraysv

The following Monday, the pastor received a cathat
church office, which was the phone that he'd ubad t
Saturday night. The man that he spoke with
wanted to know why he'd called on Saturday
night. The pastor couldn't figure out what
the guy was talking about. Then the guy
said, "It rang and rang, but | didn't answer. Thstpr
remembered the mishap and apologized for disturbing
him, explaining that he'd intended to call his wife

The man said, "That's OK. Let me tell you my story.
You see, | was planning to commit

suicide on Saturday night, but before

| did, | prayed, 'God if you're there,

and you don't want me to do this,

give me a sign now." At that point my telephorsstst



to ring. | looked at the caller ID, and it saidiffighty
God." | was afraid to answer!"



